
Composition of the 2013-2014 Influenza Vaccine: 
 
The World Health Organization (WHO) has recommended vaccine viruses for the 2013-2014 
Northern Hemisphere vaccines, and the Food and Drug Administration’s Vaccines and Related 
Biological Products Advisory Committee (VRBPAC) has made recommendations for the 
composition of the 2013-2014 influenza vaccines to be used in the United States. Both agencies 
recommend that trivalent vaccines contain an A/California/7/2009-like (2009 H1N1) virus, an 
A(H3N2) virus antigenically like the cell-propagated, or cell-grown, virus A/Victoria/361/2011 
(A/Texas/50/2012), and a B/Massachusetts/2/2012-like (B/Yamagata lineage) virus. It is 
recommended that quadrivalent vaccines containing an additional influenza B virus contain a 
B/Brisbane/60/2008-like (B/Victoria lineage) virus in addition to the viruses recommended for 
the trivalent vaccines. These recommendations were based on global influenza virus surveillance 
data related to epidemiology and antigenic characteristics, serological responses to 2012-2013 
seasonal vaccines, and the availability of candidate strains and reagents. 
 


